Click www.researchjournal.co.in/online/subdetail.html to purchase.

International Journal of Agricultural Sciences

Volume 9 | Issue 2| June, 2013 | 663-666 RESEARCH PAPER

| nnovativetechniquefor enhancement of seed ger mination
and seedling establishment of cucur bits
(CucumissativusL.)

BIDHAN ROY
Department of Genetics and Plant Breeding, Regional Research Station, Terai Zone, Uttar Banga Krishi
Viswavidyalaya, Pundibari, COOCH BEHAR (W.B.) INDIA
(Email : bcroy10@yahoo.com)

Abstract : Cucurbits belong to thefamily Cucurbetacese. It isan important group of vegetables across the globe. Few of the cucurbitsare aso
being used asfruit. Cucumber can be used asfruit aswell asvegetable. Theimmature cucumber generally used as salad and fruit, whereas, mature
cucumber cam be used as vegetable. Most of the cucurbits have hard seed coat, leading to uneven germination and irregular crop stand in thefield.
Modern agricultural research has brought hybrid varietiesin most of the vegetable crops. Hybrid seeds of those crops are produced manually,

thusthe seed cost isvery high. So, germination percentage of the seed must be very high along with the high speed of germination isdesirable
to minimizetheinvestment on seed. To enhance the germination percentage, farmers have innovated many techniques. One of those techniques
studied in detail in this edeavour, such as, germination of cucumber (Cucumis sativus). Doing this practice, the seed imbibed uniformly, which
improved speed of germination leading to good crop-stand in the field. Farmers’ technique of seed pre-conditioning and sowing of pre-

germinated seeds has been found better than the common practice of sowing in dry soil.
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